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On  the  night  of  April  14,  1865,  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  at  the 
Ford  Theater,  Washington,  D.C.  The  unconscious  President 
was  carried  across  the  street  to  a  bedroom  in  the  Peterson 
house,  where  he  died  at  7:22  the  following  morning. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  buried  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  at  the 
request  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  on  May  4,  1865.  The  Lincolns  ad¬ 
mired  the  beauty  of  the  Springfield  cemetery  which  was 
dedicated  in  1860.  Lincoln’s  body  was  placed  in  a  public 
vault  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  north  of  the  tomb.  This  vault  may 
still  be  seen.  On  December  21,1 865,  the  coffin  was  taken  in¬ 
to  a  temporary  vault  on  the  hillside  northeast  of  the  tomb. 


National  Lincoln  Monument  Association  —  At  the  time  of 
Lincoln's  death  the  Governor  of  Illinois;  Richard  J.  Oglesby, 
requested  the  people  of  Springfield  to  form  an  association  to 
raise  funds  to  build  a  memorial  to  the  memory  of  President 
Lincoln.  The  National  Lincoln  Monument  Association  was 
formed  by  about  fifteen  prominent  citizens  of  Springfield  with 
Governor  Oglesby  as  its  chairman.  Solicitation  of  funds  was 
begun  with  a  goal  of  $240,000.  A  prize  of  $1 ,000  was  offered 
for  the  design  that  the  association  members  would  deem 
most  suitable.  The  design  chosen  was  submitted  by  sculptor 
Larken  G.  Mead  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TOMB 

Ground  for  the  construction  of  the  memorial  was  broken  in 
1869,  four  years  after  Lincoln’s  death.  The  tomb  was 
dedicated  on  October  15,  1874.  The  cost  of  the  tomb  was 
$180,000.  The  National  Lincoln  Monument  Association  main¬ 
tained  the  tomb  until  1895  at  which  time  Richard  Oglesby, 
the  sole  surviving  member  of  the  original  association,  deed¬ 
ed  the  property  to  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Coffin  Moved  —  On  September  19,  1871,  the  remains  of 
President  Lincoln  and  sons  Edward  and  William,  who  had 
preceded  their  father  in  death,  were  taken  from  the  tem¬ 
porary  vault  and  placed  in  crypts  in  the  inner  wall  of  the  un¬ 
completed  tomb.  On  October  9,  1874,  a  few  days  before  the 
formal  dedication  of  the  tomb,  Lincoln’s  coffin  was  placed  in 
a  white  marble  sarcophagus  resting  on  the  floor  in  the  center 
of  the  burial  chamber.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
on  November  7,  1876,  to  steal  the  body  of  Lincoln  for  a 
hoped  for  $200,000  ransom.  The  conspirators  were  captured 
and,  at  their  trial,  were  sentenced  to  one  year  terms  in  the 
penitentiary. 

Immediately  following  the  attempted  theft,  Lincoln’s  coffin 
was  removed  from  the  sarcophagus  and  secreted  within  the 
deep  recesses  of  the  tomb.  On  October  14,  1887,  the  coffin 
and  that  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  who  had  died  on  July  16,  1882,  were 
placed  in  a  brick  vault  constructed  under  the  floor  of  the 
burial  chamber.  The  marble  sarcophagus  was  left  in  its  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  floor  but  the  public  was  not  informed  that  it  no 
longer  contained  the  remains  of  President  Lincoln. 


TOMB  RECONSTRUCTION 


Due  to  the  uneven  settling  of  the  earth  under  the  tomb,  a 
complete  reconstruction  of  the  structure  was  found  to  be 
necessary  in  1899.  Work  was  started  at  once  and  on 
September  26,  1901,  the  project  was  finished.  The  tomb  was 
rededicated  June  1 ,  1902. 

Following  the  completion  of  this  reconstruction  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  the  eldest  son,  requested  that  his  father’s  body  be 
placed  in  a  specially  designed  steel  and  concrete  vault 
beneath  the  floor  of  the  chamber.  Before  lowering  the  coffin 
into  the  vault,  it  was  opened  and  Lincoln’s  features  were  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  view  of  a  number  of  former  friends  and 
associates  for  the  purpose  of  identification.  Positive  iden¬ 
tification  was  established  and  signed  affidavits  were  placed 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  preservation. 

The  coffins  containing  the  bodies  of  Mary  Lincoln  and  three 
of  their  four  sons  —  Edward  Baker  “Eddie”  (1846-1850), 
William  Wallace  “Willie”  (1850-1862)  and  Thomas  “Tad” 
(1853-1871)  —  are  in  crypts  in  the  south  wall  of  the  chamber. 
Their  first  son  Robert  Todd  (1843-1926),  who  served  as 
Secretary  of  War  and  Minister  to  Great  Britain,  is  buried  in 
Arlington  National  Cemetery. 

Second  Reconstruction  —  Due  to  external  and  internal 
deterioration,  the  tomb  was  again  reconstructed.  Work 
began  in  1930  and  was  completed  in  1931.  On  June  17, 
1931,  President  Herbert  Hoover  arrived  and  delivered  the 
dedicatory  address  to  the  thousands  gathered  for  the 
ceremony.  During  this  second  reconstruction  the  interior  of 
the  tomb  was  completely  remodeled. 


TOMB  INTERIOR 

The  large,  majestic  monument  in  the  center  of  the  burial 
chamber,  bearing  the  simple  inscription  “Abraham  Lincoln, 
1809-1865,’’  marks  the  location  of  the  burial  vault  which  is 
thirty  inches  to  the  rear  of  the  inscription  and  ten  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  floor.  This  marker  was  taken  from  the  mar¬ 
ble  quarries  of  Arkansas  and  is  a  solid  block  of  stone.  Sur¬ 
rounding  the  marker  are  nine  flags.  The  first  four  on  the  left 
are  the  state  emblems  of  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Virginia,  representing  the  states  of  the  first  six 
generations  of  Lincolns  in  America.  After  the  National  Colors 
the  next  flag  is  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  where  Lincoln  was 
born  and  lived  seven  years.  Next  is  the  Indiana  emblem.  Lin¬ 
coln  lived  in  Indiana  from  age  seven  to  age  twenty-one. 
Following  Indiana  is  the  flag  of  Illinois,  where  Lincoln  resided 
from  age  twenty-one  until  age  fifty-two,  when  he  left  for 
Washington  to  be  inaugurated  as  the  Sixteenth  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  final  flag  is  the  Presidential  emblem. 

Inscribed  over  the  north  window  are  the  words,  “Now  He 
Belongs  to  the  Ages,”  which  were  spoken  by  Secretary  of 
War  Edwin  M.  Stanton  at  Lincoln’s  death. 

The  seated  figure  of  Lincoln  in  the  center  of  the  rotunda  is  a 
replica  of  the  famous  French  statue  which  is  the  central 
theme  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Lincoln  in  Bronze  —  The  foyer  has  a  bronze  model  of  the 
Daniel  Chester  French  statue  of  the  President  in  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  niches  of  the  corridors 
leading  to  and  from  the  burial  chamber  there  are  statuettes 
by  famous  sculptors  commemorating  periods  in  Lincoln's 
career.  These  statuettes  are  the  works  of  sculptors  Daniel 
Chester  French,  Leonard  Crunelle,  Fred  M.  Torrey,  Augustus 
St.  Gaudens,  Adolph  A.  Weinman  and  Lorado  Taft. 


Bronze  Plaques  —  In  each  of  the  four  bays  of  the  corridors 
are  large  bronze  plaques,  giving  the  Farewell  Address,  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  a  portion  of  the  Second  Inaugural  Ad¬ 
dress  and  a  biographical  sketch  of  Lincoln.  The  large  gold 
stars  in  the  corners  represent  the  48  states  at  the  time  of  the 
second  reconstruction. 


TOMB  EXTERIOR 

The  exterior  of  the  tomb  is  constructed  of  dressed  granite 
from  Quincy,  Masachusetts  and  rises  to  a  height  of  1 17  feet. 
At  the  approach  to  the  tomb  is  a  large  head  of  Lincoln 
mounted  on  a  dressed  granite  pedestal,  the  work  of  sculptor 
Gutzon  Borglum.  The  original  is  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  National 
Capitol,  Washington,  D.C. 

Ascent  to  the  terrace  is  obtained  by  one  of  four  flights  of 
granite  steps,  one  on  each  corner  of  the  structure.  The  ter¬ 
race  is  surmounted  by  a  granite  balustrade  along  all  sides. 
Passing  around  the  die  or  dado  is  a  cordon  on  shields,  thirty- 
seven  in  number,  each  bearing  the  name  of  a  state.  These 
are  the  states  that  made  up  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the 
original  construction  of  the  tomb.  Names  of  the  additional 
states  are  engraved  in  the  granite  at  the  rear  or  north  of  the 
die. 

Statuary  Groups  —  Four  bronze  statuary  groups  mounted 
at  the  corners  of  the  die  were  done  by  sculptor  Larken  G. 
Mead,  the  designer  of  the  tomb.  These  groups  represent  the 
fighting  forces  of  the  Civil  War  —  the  Infantry,  Cavalry,  Ar¬ 
tillery  and  Navy. 

Mounted  on  a  square  granite  pedestal  at  the  front  of  the 
obelisk  is  a  large  statue  of  Lincoln.  On  the  face  of  the 
pedestal  is  a  bronze  plaque  ornamented  with  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  United  States  and  representing  the  Constitution. 
Lincoln’s  figure  above  the  whole  is  intended  as  an  illustration 
of  his  position  at  the  start  of  the  Civil  War.  Lincoln  stands  on 
the  Constitution  as  his  authority  for  employing  the  four  arms 
of  the  military  power,  as  represented  by  the  four  statuary 
groups  and  for  the  defense  of  the  Union,  as  represented  by 
the  cordon  of  shields  below. 

Roman  Stone  —  Prior  to  1930  it  was  possible  to  enter  the 
obelisk  and  ascend  to  the  top,  but  in  1931  the  entrance  was 
closed  with  stone.  This  stone,  bearing  a  Latin  inscription,  is  a 
fragment  of  the  ancient  Servian  Wall  which  was  built  around 
the  seven  hills  of  Rome  in  the  year  578  B.C.  by  the  sixth 
legendary  King  of  Rome,  Servius  Tulius.  When  becoming 


ruler  of  Rome,  Servius  Tullius,  born  in  serfdom,  freed  the 
people  and  awarded  to  them  the  rights  of  citizenship.  Early  in 
1865  the  people  of  Rome,  feeling  that  there  was  a  parallel  in 
the  lives  of  Servius  Tullius  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  sent  the 
stone  to  Lincoln  as  a  momento.  It  remained  in  the  White 
House  for  a  number  of  years,  until  by  joint  resolution  of  Con¬ 
gress,  it  was  sent  to  the  tomb.  In  1936  a  group  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Italian  government  came  to  Springfield  and  for¬ 
mally  dedicated  the  stone  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln.  When  the  people  of  Rome  sent  the  stone  they  could  not 
have  known  how  soon  and  how  complete,  would  b^  the 
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parallel  in  the  lives  of  these  two  men.  In  538  B.C.  Servius 
Tulius  was  assassinated  by  his  son-in-law  Tarquinius  and  in 
1865  Abraham  Lincoln  fell  from  a  bullet  fired  by  the  assassin 
John  Wilkes  Booth. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Nearby  Lincoln  points  of  interest  are  the  Lincoln  Home  and 
the  Old  State  Capitol,  both  in  Springfield.  Other  state  parks 
and  memorials  involving  Lincoln  include  Lincoln  Log  Cabin, 
Lincoln  Salt  Creek,  Lincoln  Trail,  Lincoln  Trail  Homestead, 
Lincoln’s  New  Salem,  Lincoln  Monument,  Lincoln  Trail 
Monument,  Metalmora  Courthouse.  Mt.  Pulaski  Courthouse, 
Postville  Courthouse  and  Vandalia  Statehouse. 


Please  —  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep  it  clean. 
Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  available  trash  container.  No 
flowers,  plants,  shrubs  or  trees  may  be  removed  or  damag¬ 
ed.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a  question,  contact  the  site 
superintendent. 


The  International  Symbol  of  Access  Indicates  to 
the  handicapped  person  (particularly  a 
wheelchair  user)  those  facilities  and  public  use 
areas  that  are  easily  accessible  and  free  of 
physical  barriers.  This  site  is  fully  acccessible  to 
all  handicapped  visitors. 


Printed  by  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation,  an  equal 
opportunity  employer  50M-3-85 


